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ABSTRACT 
The following discussion is about writing science fiction for children 
effectively and efficiently. The paper discusses the importance of 
writing science fiction for a younger readership. It focuses on some 
of the principal elements to be incorporated in the procedures of 
writing for this purpose. It will serve to make the readers aware of the 
nuances of writing science fiction for children, while also serving as a 
collection of guidelines for the writers who are simply interested in 
writing for children. 
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Introduction 
Science fiction as a separate genre of literature was identified by 
the Luxembourgish-American writer, editor and inventor Hugo 
Gernsback, when he founded the first magazine ever dedicated to 
it, Amazing Stories. He also coined a term for it, ‘Scientifiction’, 
and defined it thus: 
"By 'Scientifiction' I mean the Jules Verne, H G Wells and 
Edgar Allan Poe type of story – a charming romance 
intermingled with scientific fact and prophetic vision... Not only 
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do these amazing tales make tremendously interesting reading – 
they are always instructive. They supply knowledge... in a very 
palatable form... New adventures pictured for us in the 
Scientifiction of today are not at all impossible of realization 
tomorrow... Many great science stories destined to be of 
historical interest are still to be written... Posterity will point to 
them as having blazed a new trail, not only in literature and 
fiction, but progress as well." (Gernsback, 1926) 
This statement aptly defines ‘Scientifiction’, or what was 
later termed as ‘Science fiction’ or ‘Sci-fi’. These are the stories 
that act as windows to the future. They are a bridge, one end of 
which is in our present and the other in the future. Sci-fi depicts 
the events, possibilities and forebodings that mankind may have 
to encounter in the future. 
Although generally these stories are thought to be meant for 
a mature person, they can be written for children as well. The 
need of such literature for children has already been 
acknowledged by many. According to one of the very famous 
names in children’s literature, Hari Krishna Devsare, in today’s 
scientific times, children need something more meaningful than 
tales of princes and princesses, kings and queens, ghosts and 
djinns. Their literature should prepare them to think analytically 
rather than superstitiously and to live in an ever-evolving world 
rather than a stagnant one (Devsare, 2012). Science fiction is 
absolutely perfect for this goal. Society is waking up to this 
truth, that’s why so many children’s magazines now welcome 
and publish science fiction regularly for their readers. It is a good 
sign. Of course, fairy tales have their own place in children’s 
literature, whose significance is another topic of discussion, 
which is outside the scope of this paper. 
One of the authors of this paper, Kalpna Kulshreshtha, 
started writing children’s sci-fi stories after years of writing for 
the grown-ups. She felt that the thought processes behind writing 
science fiction for both age groups are very different. It will 
certainly be difficult if a writer doesn’t have a little kid within 
herself. Author Divik Ramesh used to read what he had written 
first to the kids at home in the beginning of his venture into 
children’s literature. They used to give their honest feedback; 
sometimes the kids would reject and sometimes love his poems. 
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After getting rejected many times by the kids, finally he 
understood what children want and wrote his very famous and 
beloved poem “Agar Ped Bhi Chalte Hote”.  
In general, whether it is romance, fantasy, thriller or sci-fi, a 
story should have all of the ingredients of a good one. Even if it 
has a scientific story line, it should definitely fit into the mould 
of a story. On top of that, if sci-fi is being written particularly for 
children, it is no child’s play and there are some important points 
that need to be taken care of. 
 
Key points for writing sci-fi for children 
 
Targeted age group of children 
It is essential to determine the age group of the target audience. 
Children of different ages can concentrate for different amounts 
of time on a task, which is an important factor to be considered 
while writing for them. It is very difficult to determine the exact 
attention span of kids. Some studies suggest that it can be found 
out by multiplying the child’s age by 5. Some other researchers 
propose multiplying the age by 2 and 5 to calculate the range of 
a child’s attention span. There is much ambiguity in the studies 
done in this field and they do not provide a definitive conclusion 
in this regard.  
The author of the paper, Kalpna Kulshreshtha, during her 
career as a teacher has observed that the attention span not only 
depends on the child’s age but also on the task that she is being 
given to do. Tasks like playing, studying course books, coloring, 
sketching, copying material down from the blackboard, reading 
stories and poems, etc. tend to occupy children for varying  
time durations. The figures in the table below are based on 
observations during 13 years of teaching children from 6 to 14 
years of age. 
 
Table 1: Children’s age and attention span 
Age in years Attention span in 
minutes 
Average attention 
span in minutes 
6-8 10-20 15 
8-10 20-30 25 
10-12 30-40 35 
12-14 40-50 and more 45 and more 
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Using average value of attention span given in the table is 
simpler, more practical and useful. This is the observed data and 
can vary as per different situations. Hence a writer should be 
flexible and pragmatic about the length of the sci-fi in case of 
children. 
It is best that the story can be read in approximately the 
amount of time suitable for the chosen age group. A longer read 
will find it difficult to engage the kid and risk him/her getting 
bored. But with children who are twelve to thirteen years and 
more, the writer is not bound and can write longer stories. 
Moreover, science fiction for teenagers may also be of a 
different nature from that for younger children. 
 
Appropriate writing style 
The most distinguishing characteristic of Munshi Premchand’s 
writings is his unique style of storytelling through just a few 
simple props. In his children’s tale “Idgah”, he very expertly 
depicts a little child’s emotions, using symbols like clay toys and 
a pair of tongs (Premchand, 1933). The same is the principle to 
be followed here: After determining the targeted age group, one 
should choose words and symbols that are suitable for that age 
group.  
Language changes with time and geography. Its semantics 
and syntax not only vary over time but also over geographical 
space. As an example, we can clearly visualize the variations if 
we divide geographical space into rural and urban areas in the 
broad sense. The four linguistic skills – listening, speaking, 
reading and writing – change drastically in the rural and urban 
environments. We can take the case of Uttar Pradesh where the 
official language is Hindi. Although the books for children of 
western UP villages are written in the standard ‘Khari Boli’ 
dialect of Hindi, they themselves speak in their own more casual, 
rural version of Hindi. It has been observed that rural children 
prefer to read stories with a much simpler vocabulary than their 
urban counterparts. They do not connect with the stories that use 
complex words and sentence structures. Writing science fiction 
for this category is an incredibly challenging task. 
Similarly, changes happen in the usage of language with 
time. For instance, nowadays, people no longer use complicated 
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Hindi words commonly. So, if one wants, one could use five or 
six such words but not more to improve the linguistic skills of 
young readers. Another important thing is to keep the sentences 
short for little kids, because long and convoluted sentences 
hinder the natural flow of the story. 
 
A happy ending to the story 
Children are really sensitive; hence a tragic story can affect them 
adversely, leading to negative emotions like fear and stress. A 
sci-fi mostly talks about the future, so if it ends in tragedy, 
children may fear the future itself. Therefore it should have a 
happy and hopeful end. Writer may show the struggle of the 
character(s) in the middle of the narrative – how the protagonist 
faces difficulties and challenges. But the story should preferably 
conclude on a positive note. This lets the child be in fact keen 
about the possibilities of the times to come. After reading a sci-
fi, the kid should feel delighted, not sad. 
 
Interest and entertainment quotient of the story 
A story should be interesting, because no one likes to be bored 
while reading, especially children. The story should have a 
gripping plot, good character development and an engaging 
interaction among its characters. It should fascinate the reader.  
J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter novels have been so hugely 
popular because of this quality. Her characters grow up before 
our eyes; they are well-rounded rather than flat. Her writing style 
clearly shows her almost intuitive understanding of child 
psychology. In the same way, a sci-fi story for children should 
also have all these elements that make it an interesting and 
entertaining read for them. 
 
Overly complex concepts and scientific accuracy 
It should be kept in mind that it is not the job of science fiction 
to teach science to the kids. There are science articles for that 
purpose. Rather, science fiction is actually there to help develop 
scientific temperament and a genuine interest for science among 
children. Writers should not let the scientific theme be too 
complicated and hard to understand for a child; it is better to 
avoid intricacies. 
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Secondly, factual inaccuracy leads to confusion. Such 
mishaps in a story, if caught, may make the fiction lose its 
credibility. So, the story line should be simple and employ 
unambiguous, accurate facts. 
 
A lesson to be imparted 
“So kids, what did you learn from this…?” – sentences like this 
should best be avoided. Today’s generation does not like a story 
that feels more like a lecture. It is good if a story has a message 
but it should be woven into the story. It should feel natural, not 
preaching. A good example of this would be some TV 
advertisements which not only market their products but also 
indirectly underscore the importance of values such as 
cooperating with others, loving and supporting family, keeping 
the surroundings clean, and so on. The same could be done in 
science fiction where the product would be the story itself. 
 
Significance of the plot 
We all have listened to our grandmas’ stories in our childhood. 
Those fairy tales were not only entertaining, but also taught us 
about life and the importance of cleverness, bravery, tact, etc. 
The significance of those stories was in their ability to develop 
human values in us. But today, we need such science fiction that 
also familiarizes children with the ever-changing world. There 
are many concerns today that a sci-fi writer can write about, such 
as climate change, water conservation, clean and renewable 
energy production, global warming, cleanliness of the 
environment, energy conservation, pollution, etc. Writing stories 
that glorify superstition and old, meaningless rituals and 
downplay the importance of science and technology should be 
avoided. A science fiction’s relevance is in its capability to 
develop a scientific attitude in children.  
 
Uninhibited flow and believability 
A story should develop naturally; events that happen in it should 
not seem forced and deliberate. Reading experience should be 
smooth. It should be as effortless as the flow of a river. This 
makes the story believable. This characteristic is absolutely 
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essential in a science fiction. A story is certainly a successful one 
if it leads the kid to think that all that was there in the story is 
possible. 
 
Importance of presentation 
Below are some recommendations for the publishing of 
children’s stories and books. They are not meant for the writer, 
but are very important. 
a) Usage of large font: A good sci-fi can lose its charisma if 
not presented properly. Kids find it difficult to concentrate on 
and read finer print. It has been observed that kids less than ten 
years of age do not even choose books printed in a small font. 
Therefore for young children, printing with a relatively large and 
dark font is preferable. 
b) Usage of artwork: Illustrations shown with the story 
should be appealing, as they tend to strengthen the observational, 
analytical and logical skills of kids. A good artwork can develop 
their imagination and make the story feel not only more 
comprehensible but also friendlier. Children can relate more with 
a story in this way. Characters and situations in the story, when 
materialized in the artwork help children understand the story 
better. Children are generally attracted towards pictures that have 
a rich color palette. Black and white artwork can also be 
influential if it has been illustrated in a great detail, as the details 
attract children’s attention. 
c) Good paper quality: Another point to be especially 
considered here is that the pages in children’s books should be 
thicker, smoother and brightly colored. They shouldn’t be easily 
worn down and should withstand general rough handling by 
children. 
 
Discussion 
Observing children’s preferences regarding reading, the authors 
have experienced that sometimes special issues published by 
magazines that are based on just one topic feel monotonous to 
children. They actually want to read about a variety of topics in a 
single magazine. So, instead of publishing a science fiction 
based issue just once or twice a year, children’s magazines 
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should in fact feature one or two science fictions consistently 
along with their other regular material. 
Science fiction is different from other genres because fact 
and logic tend to constrain a writer. When writing fairy tales 
involving magic and a lot of imagination, one can let one’s 
imagination run wild because those stories do not have to be 
entirely factual. But while writing sci-fi one needs to stay within 
the realm of logic. A story that has all the key points will help in 
the holistic development of children, making them more 
analytical, imaginative, and hopeful about the future.   
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